THE ROMANCE OF PLAYING CARDS
It is in the four common suits that card historians are
most interested, for these are the bases of the four suits
of our modern deck. Each represented a social position in
life in the Middle Ages: the nobility, symbolized by swords;
the clergy, by cups; the tradesmen, by coins; and the
peasants, by staves. These are today's spades, hearts,
diamonds and clubs, respectively.
The face cards in the tarocchi deck correspond generally
with those in our own, with one exception; while both the
old and the new have kings, queens and knaves (the latter
are "cavaliers" in the Italian pack), the older deck also
has an "under knave" or "valet/' The cavalier and valet
apparently were combined in one card when northern
countries began to produce packs of their own.
Interesting enough, the medieval tarocchi cards are still
being used in the Piedmont, in Italy, where they were first
developed six centuries ago; the design has changed but
little and the game is apparantly the same as in the days
of the Medici and the doges of Venice and Genoa, The deck
is also occasionally seen in America, where gypsies use it in
telling fortunes.
THE FIRST PRINTED CARDS
Until the invention of printing, playing cards were almost
exclusively the property of the rich and noble-born, who
would commission leading artists to prepare decks espe-
cially for them and their families. The work in some of these
old decks was of amazing artistry and skill, comparing
favorably with other examples of Renaissance art.
In the Morgan Library of Madison Avenue in New York
there are 35 such cards, painted in Italy in the fifteenth
century for Gleazzo Maria Sforza, member of the great
family of that name and Duke of Milan from 1444 to 1478.
To see these gold-encrusted pasteboards is to appreciate the
beauty and fabulous worth of playing cards in those times.
A hundred years or more before these cards were painted,
Spanish and Italian monks were experimenting with a new
"labofsaving" device that was to lead eventually to the
inx^ention of printing. This device was a wooden block cut
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